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Norman Wilkinson (1919)

DAZZLE PAINTING s a method to roduce an

effect (by paint) in such away that all accept-
ed forms of a ship are broken up by masses of

strongly contrasted color; consequently
making it a matter of iffculty for a subma-
tine to decide on the exact course of the
vessel to be attacked.

So-called imisibilty against submarine sttack
isnot only impossible, but dangerous; and
consequently, ifavessel can be seen at al it
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From the thore raslized
the hopelessness of obtaining invisibility it
seemed to him something could be done with
paint on entrely differsnt lines. The knowl-
edge that the all important factor to 2
submarine commander was the determination
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SHIP SHAPE

A Dazzle Camouflage Sourcebook

an anthology of
writings about
ship camouflage
during world war |

edited by Roy R. Behrens, author of FALSE COLORS: Art, Design and Modern Camouflage (2002),
and CAMOUPEDIA: A Compendium of Research on Art, Architecture and Camouflage (2009)

and tones of paint as to destroy her.

and generalshape, a large pointwof

been gained towards increasing the 4

ties of atack,

wetotaenty Lvepon photogtphers owart e td 191863,

“In1917 two Britsh painters,
Norman Wilkinson and Cedll
King, worked out 2 method
tosiow donn the destruction
of Anld navai ships, st

The problem on land was another matter,
and there true camouflage was resorted
10 in the treatment of guns, gun pits,
huts, tanks, and shell holes. Invisbility
chiefly was the im, for these camou-

ere seen agansta solid

fortuitous araphic ingenuity.”

camouflage

for fat figures
and faulty faces
Alon Bement (1919)
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dliscermed, Figure 3, where the pattern of 3 steamer has been cut out
of larger type, lllustrates the dazaie system In camouflage, and you
will note that the contour of the vessel Is now exceedingly difficult
to determine.

o sy Y VNS S

We often hear talk of standardizng camouflage. The patent medi-
ine which claims to cure al diseases Is Just 35 logical 35 the patent
camoufiage which can be applied to vessels of all types without
alteration. The particular requirements of each vesse! should be
studied spedially, and camouflage which In Its essence Is strategy can
o more be standardized than strategy Itself.

Let us take for example the Uss Recrur, which performs ts patriovc
serviee by remalning firmly aground In Unlon Square, where It can
attract husky young men to join the Navy. its coat of Navy gray is
well calculated to make It inconspicuous n these particular sur-
foundings. But s this good strategy? Decidedly not. If we follow the
Proper practice of studying each vessel as a separate problem we
Immediately realze that the prime purpose of this vessel Is to attract
attention, and if camouflaged In the bright colors and strong con-
trast of the dazzle style It would be a nine days wonder In New York,

"Better gained than the over Savertang of the

presence of
Like sl ritics and skegtics, some have been
right, same have been wrong, and oth

have besn & mixture of these extremes, while

precious few of our citizenry have had more
then an inkiing of the true inwardness of
maritime camouflage which, in itsel, s quite.
a separate artfrom that of the camoufiage
practiced ashore. The story of how we put it
over on the periscape, how we misled the
lurking subrmarine by means of paint and
other expedients, hes not heretofore been
given to the public. Asticles of one sort or
another have touched the edges of the
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subject, 50 o speak, but the real facts of how e went about developing
nautical camouflege

for the first time, For this disclosure, we are indebted to those very men

who have put us at the forefront n this depariment of beneficant decep-

tion,

Until now, for good and sufficient reasons, the persons concerned have

seenfitto lot
men and of a part of our fighting fleet. They were not affected by the
humer i inci
involved 50 that the ambushing Fritzies would be kept guessing. With
hostile U-bosts now relegated to the discard, the records of the researches
aretobe

the hope thtwe

have to match our wits against a people willing to wage unrestricted

subrmarine wrfae. v s, hes dot il be v cady fo s cergen
they are today,

Soved s proiem ofrotecthe coloing.

some things.
‘about this work, for it’s bound to quicken their pride in native ingenuity
" e !

who has the faculty of getting down to the very roots or foundation of a
puzzling problem. Indeed, there is ample warrant for taking the citizenry.
into fo

fruit of inthor-
oughly practical peacetime fields. But don't let us anticipate.

We were not the first 10 essay this order of visual deception for seagoing
craft. Great Britain, from the very nature of her maritime sarifices, wes
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